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Lend Me A Tenor

By: Marquesia Holts and Caitlin Marsh

 When the audience walks in and 
enjoys a play, they don’t consider all of 
the hard work and preparation by the cast. 
For months, the drama students here at 
MHS have worked diligently in order to 
perform Lend Me a Tenor by Ken Ludwig. 
 The hour before production was 
not all fun and games for this crew. Together 
they assisted one another with getting into 
character (make-up and costume). Some 
ran lines, while others sat in utter silence. 
Light/design manager Brenden Valliere 
jumped to work and spent a majority of his 
preparation time in the booth. He and his 
crew were prepared to add the necessary 
sizzle or modifications. While everyone 
pulled themselves together stage manager 
Emma Bollinger did checks to make sure 
everything was running smoothly. 
 Before hitting the stage the drama 
department started how they do every 
performance: they all filled the room and 
squeezed each other’s hands to “pass the 
power.” It is a drama tradition that has 
been around for many years. 

 Lend Me a Tenor was a high 
energy play that had the crowd laughing 
from start to finish. The play was not only 
enjoyable to watch, but the cast members 
seemed to be having just as much fun 
as the audience did. Tito Marelli (Devin 
Andrews) a famous opera singer was sick, 
after ingesting a bunch of sedatives Max 
(Jeffery Creguer) assumes his death and 
takes the role of the famous opera singer 
and to be expected there is chaos. Other 
cast favorites include seniors Kristen 
Lemieux, and Joan Miller who are no 
stranger to the stage.
  “The play was better than what 
I thought, and the kids lived up to my 
expectations and a little beyond.  They 
were phenomenal!” exclaimed Ms. Susan 
Walsh, Drama club director. Lend Me 
a Tenor was surely a great success, and 
leaves fans anxious for the Spring musical.

Jeffrey Creguer and Dillon Johnson.                                         photo by: Alex Winakor

Festival of Lights
By: Marquesia Holts
  Annually, near Christmas, Mrs. 
Jennifer Gregory and her students explore 
other traditions from all around the world. 
The teaching and learning class here at 
MHS spend nearly two to three weeks 
researching the Festival of Lights. The 
festival of lights is a celebration that refers 
to light or a religion.
 Gregory believes that people are 
not tolerant. Some develop a fear of the 
unknown or with what they are unfamiliar 
with. She hopes that not only her students, 
but all people in our school, will develop a 
sense of respect and appreciation for other 
cultures. 
 “Montville is a very diverse town. 
In our own town, there are people from all 
parts of the world, and because of this we 
study this unit so that we can all become 
more tolerant and understand what some 
of our classmates and townspeople 
customs may be.” Gregory adds, “My 
favorite part of this unit is the excitement 
that comes from my students learning 
about holidays and cultures that they 
previously knew limited or nothing about.  
When they learn why a festival began 
or how it is related to lights or candles, 
the similarities between their beliefs and 
others melds together.  The language may 
sound different, the celebrations may look 
different, the music, dance, and foods may 
be different, but the fundamental feeling 
of goodwill towards others is present in 
all the festivals or celebrations.” 
 For Gregory, the Festival of Lights 
is not just an opportunity for students to 
make fun crafts or research. The festival 
is a way to open up a whole new world of 
understanding and appreciation of how the 
world functions outside what is “normal” 
for most. It is a prompt for students and 
anyone interested to explore cultures, and 
allowing their own interests to guide them 
into new learning. 
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MHS SPORTS
Taking Down the Competition

By: Meagan McAdams

 The wrestling team is ready for 
the season. The team is coached by Gary 
Wilcox and Wayne Nelson. Members of 
the team are looking forward to the season 
with high hopes. 
 Senior Brent Politowicz, believes 
the team is going to be very successful in 
their division. “I think our team will be 
one of the better teams from Montville.” 
He thinks that Ledyard is going to be 
the toughest competition of the season. 
Politowicz’s goal is to place in the ECC’s 
and in states. 
 The wrestling team is looking 
foward to a good season this year, with 
only a few holes to fill as far as weight 
classes go, but the newcomers this year 
may be able to fill those spots.
 Not a newcomer, but junior Ian 
Concascia has his sights set for a winning 
season. Concascia’s goals are to place top 
four at states, and win some matches at the 
opens. Concascia has done well in his past 
years and is ready to take on this season. 
He has been seen periodically in the 

weight room, and working out preparing 
himself for this season. “I think our team 
has a great chance for an ECC or state 
title and we look strong compared to team 
we’ve had in the past.” Both Concascia, 
and Politowitcz think that this year’s team 
is going to be one of the best they have had 
compared to past years. Concascia is most 
excited to wrestle Ledyard and Windham 
this season. “Both are great teams with 
long histories of excellent wrestlers,” says 
Concascia. 
 Not only Concascia and 
Politowitcz, but all other members of the 
team are prepared to take on anything. 
Even managers, juniors Alyssa Nissan 
and Taylor Montminy, are as excited as 
the wrestlers. With high expectations, the 
team is ready to wrestle their way to the 
top.

Jake Caskey during practice.                                             photo by: Alex Winakor

Indoor Track
By: Meagan McAdams
 Indoor track is up and running. 
Their first meet was December 14th. The 
team’s hopes are high for the season. 
Many members’ goals are to qualify for 
the state meet, and/or the ECC meet. 
 The team has gained a significant 
number of newcomers compared to 
past years. After only a few weeks of 
practice, the team was ready to take on 
their first meet. The team has lost some 
of Montville’s greatest track and field 
athletes to college, but the team seems 
to not be suffering from the losses. They 
have their sights set and are determined to 
accomplish their goals. 
 “You can see the new talent and 
skill and I’m excited to see how the team 
will do this year,” says junior, Laura 
Commons. Laura runs the 1600 and 1000 
meter races. Her goal is to go to states in 
at least one of the events. 
 “The track team has its ups and 
downs based on its athletes at the time 
and based on their other competition. It 
all really depends on the year, who comes 
out for the team, and who is willing to 
train hard enough. It’s hard to say how 
we compare because other teams will 
have their ups and downs as well,” says 
Commons. 
 The team has proven to be ready 
to train hard and face the challenges. 
They have been running through snow 
and freezing winds, however they remain 
excited for the season and ready for 
practice every day. 
 The team is coached by art 
teacher, Timothy Egan. He also has his 
goal set on sending as many athletes as 
possible to the state and ECC meets. 
 The indoor track team is ready for 
any event. Entering the season with high 
hopes and high enthusiasm, they take 
on any weather, and go any distance to 
achieve their goals. The indoor track team 
is looking forward to a winning season. 

Coming Soon!: Humans of 
MHS. You may be featured 
in upcoming issues!
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MHS SPORTS

By: Stefanie Szot
 Last year, Jeff Tryon left his mark 
not only on the school but the State with 
his outstanding performance on MHS’s 
boys’ soccer team. While at MHS, Tryon 
was a four-year varsity soccer player. He 
started off his freshman year on the back 
line and made his way to forward. He 
received Player of the Year from the New 
London Day and the Norwich Bulletin in 
2011 and 2012. Last year, he scored 36 
goals and had 18 assists, which are now 
the state’s best. He left last year earning 
All-American accolades and Connecticut 
Player of the Year honors. In 2011 and 
2012, he was also named All-New 
England and All State. In both of those 
years, he was All-Conference honoree.
 Tryon is continuing to show his 
talents on the Hartford Hawks Division 
I team. As a freshman, Tryon has played 

Jeff Tryon Continues with the Hawks

in 21 games, a total of 1,003 minutes. On 
November 6th, Tryon made headlines in 
the Hawks’ game against UMass Lowell; 
the title read Tryon Nets Hat Trick as 
Hawks Wrap up Regular Season with 5-2 
Defeat of UMass Lowell. In the first half, 
Tryon scored twice; at the 14th and 32nd 

minutes. Tryon put the game out of reach 
for UMass when he scored a hat trick, 
and the Hawks fifth goal, at the 74 minute 
mark. This was not only the highest 
offensive scoring game for Hartford since 
2006, but also the most wins in the league 
since 2009 and the third most wins in the 
regular season in Harford’s Division I 
record. The Hawks are now entering the 
postseason as the third seed and with an 
overall record of 12-3-3 and 4-2-1 in the 
American East.
 MHS always likes to see its 

graduates succeed after their high school 
career and like other graduates, Tryon is 
certainly achieving that.

By: Mallory Tassone

 The fall sports’ season has 
come to a close and with that comes the 
beginning of the winter sports’ season at 
MHS.  Among the many sports teams that 
have begun practices and games are the 
boys’ and girls’ basketball teams coached 
by Mr. Stone and Mr. Wainwright. The 
girls have played their first two games 
against East Lyme and Stonington, both 
ending in impressive wins.  The boys 
officially started their season Wednesday 
December 18th in an away game against 
St. Bernard’s. 
 Both the girls and the boys will 
play in the ECC Medium division with a 
challenging schedule of games throughout 
the season.  The girls return Jamie Hill, 
Cassidy Bundy, Taylor Lavallie, Kiah 
Strickland and Naomi Clark as key 
athletes from last years’ team.  Coach 

Ready to Slam Dunk This Season

Wainwright and the team look for 
contributions from top newcomers 
Sabrina Genotti, Catherine Matzul, Nicole 
Dutka, and Becca Leighton, as well as a 
promising freshman class.   Coach Stone 
and the boys’ team look for strength from 
their key returnees Greg Benjamin, Isaiah 
Hernandez, Tommy Podeszwa, Terrell 
Witherspoon, Chance Collier, Buddy 
Dewaine, Patrick Podeszawa and Joel 
Greenwood.  The boys also look for strong 
contributions from their top newcomers 
Jeremiah Crowley, Nick Haralambidis, 
Cody Calash and TT Bowens.  
 Coach Wainwright’s major goal 
for this season is for the girls to win the 
ECC Medium division title, which he 
believes is promising as in the girls’ first 
two games all of the players have shown 
dedication and strength. Wainwright 

would like for the girls to advance as 
far as possible in the state tournament in 
post season play, hopefully advancing 
to the championship game, scheduled 
to be played at Mohegan Sun Arena in 
March.  Wainwright’s team appears to be 
a promising group of athletes with a good 
chance of meeting and achieving their 
goals. 
 Coach Stone believes his team to 
have a challenging schedule ahead for the 
season with no easy games.  Stone hopes 
for the boys to be competitive both in the 
regular season and post season play in 
the ECC and state tournaments.  With the 
combination of strength and experience 
from the key returnees and the promise 
and eagerness of the top newcomers 
the boys seem to have a good chance of 
meeting Coach Stone’s goals this season.

 photo by: John Woike Hartford Courant
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Gallery at the Wauregan

By: Helena Sun

 Displaying a piece of one’s 
artwork may not be as difficult as people 
thought. The Gallery at the Wauregan on 
Main Street, Norwich, serves exactly that 
purpose. Artists of all ages may contribute 
to shows free of charge. The gallery was 
opened about two and a half years ago by 
Dan Topalis. When Topalis was working a 
different gallery nearby, four businessmen 
admired what he did. They regularly came 
to the empty space to eat and offered the 
space to Topalis and agreed to pay rent for 
some time. Topalis says the Waurgan is 
“the people’s gallery, where people who 
normally can’t showcase work can.”
 There are two themed main shows, 
one in December and one in August. Past 
themes have included Salacious, People 
From All Over the World, Sea Visions and 
Carnivals. The dates for their shows are 
posted on their Facebook page.
 Topalis’ words of advice to 
amateur artists is, “Keep painting. Don’t 
stop. You get better and mature.” Topalis 
started painting in seventh grade. He 

says, “My art class must have somehow 
enlightened me. Now I can’t stop doing 
it.” Topalis quit painting for a few 
years until he attended Three Rivers 
Community College where he worked 
for the newspaper. After regaining his 
interest, he went to the Norwich Free 
Academy (NFA) to build a portfolio of 
artworks. In 1999, he traveled to England 
for a month to help his friend paint murals 
for cruise ships. He points out there is a 
difference between American and English 
art, describing English art as “more loose.” 
His favorite movements of art are Pop Art, 
which began in Britain during the 1950s, 
and Impressionism, deemed radical during 
the 1870s. When asked about role models 
or influences on his art, Topalis responds, 
“I don’t really have one because I’m not 
big on influence. I just kind of do my own 
thing.”

Kwanzaa
By: Marquesia Holts and Natalie Smith

 The name Kwanzaa is derived 
from the phrase “matunda ya kwanza” 
which means “first fruits” in Swahili. 
It can be traced back to ancient African 
harvest celebrations. Kwanzaa has been 
celebrated every year since 1966. It starts 
December 26th and lasts until January 1st.  
Dr. Maluna Kalenga initiated Kwanzaa as 
a way to honor and connect to the heritage 
and African-American culture during 
a time when African-Americans were 
struggling for civil rights.  It is a Pan-
African Holiday, which unites people of 
African descent wherever they live. It is 
a cultural holiday rather than a religious 
one.  
 The seven principles of Kwanzaa 
were made in hopes of influencing the 
community in a positive way and enhancing 
the lives of the people celebrating it. The 
principles are: Unity, self-determination, 
work and responsibility, cooperative 
economics, creativity and faith. 
 There are also seven symbols 
of Kwanzaa. They represent the seven 
principles of African culture and 
community. The symbols are the mat, 
the foundation of African traditions and 
history, the crops, the candle holder, the 
stalk from which all African ancestors 
came, the seven candles, each one 
representing a principle, the corn, the 
promise of the future, the unity cup, the 
unity of family and the African people, 
and the gifts, the labors of parents. Gifts 
are mainly given to children. They almost 
always include a book, a piece of art, or an 
educational toy. At least one of the gifts is 
a symbol of African heritage.
 On each of the seven days of 
Kwanzaa, something different happens. 
The last day is used to find who the 
participants really are. The official colors 
of Kwanzaa are black, red and green.
 Kwanzaa is an important holiday 
to many African Americans. It represents 
the struggle and the hope for the future. 

Dan Topalis curator and painter.                     photo by: Alex Winakor
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By: Meagan McAdams
 MHS is starting its very first dance 
club. The club is advised by Ms. Jimenez, 
who has already been an advisor for many 
dance clubs in her teaching career. She 
is currently looking for more students to 
join, so that they can perform at different 
school activities. “We are looking for 
students with a passion for dancing and the 
commitment that is necessary to execute 
a wonderful dancing performance,” she 
says.
 The dance club would be a fun 
activity for students and also a chance for 
them to perform at school events. Jimenez 
would like to incorporate different cultures 
into dances. She wants the dancing to 
reflect the cultural diversity there is in 
the school. “I share with the students the 
Latin American dances and they share the 
dances that represent their culture,” says 

Dance Club Takes Its First Step at MHS

Jimenez.
 Jimenez is clearly a fan of dance. 
“Dancing is a fun and beautiful form of 
artistic expression.” She is not, however, 
the only one. The idea of starting the 
dance club was originally brought upon 
by three students looking for an advisor 
for the club they wanted to start. 
 The club is looking for more 
members. She needs students who are 
committed, and willing to work hard and 
able to share their creativity with others. 
Many students, and also other teachers 
think this could be a great activity for 
students to do, and has the possibility of 
becoming very popular. Jimenez is excited 
to get the club up and running very soon. 
It is very likely that soon to come at MHS 
will be dance performances by not just the 
cheerleaders, but the MHS dance club. 

By: Natalie Smith

 John Coggeshall, a 2012 graduate 
of MHS, had an interesting Thanksgiving 
morning. He woke up at 2:30 AM to 
begin practicing for his big performance 
in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade. 
Coggeshall marched as part of the 
University of Massachusetts (UMASS) 
marching band as an alto saxophone 
player. The band played a variety of songs 
such as Fight Mass, the school’s fight 
song, Sweet Caroline, Roll Down the 
Field, God Bless America and Big Noise 
from Winnetka. 
 It is his first year marching with 
UMASS’s band but not his first year in 
any band. In high school, Coggeshall 
played the marimba and bass drum in the 
MHS marching band. Recently he began 
to learn the saxophone and now that is his 
instrument of choice.

Alumni Marching Along

 This year was UMASS’s first time 
participating in the Macy’s parade. The 
band arrived in New York City the Tuesday 
before Thanksgiving and practiced 
before the big performance. Members 
even went so far as to tape the Macy’s 
star to the floor of the hotel ballroom so 
they could practice their routine. This 
helped because on Thanksgiving they 
only had 10 minutes on the Macy’s star 
before performing for real.   People were 
astounded with UMASS’s performance. 
Mr. Sindorf said “The UMASS drum 
line played things that were out of this 
world, things that a college drum line 
should not be playing.” Coggeshall said, 
“The feeling after completing the parade 
is unlike any other. [There was] a sense 
of pride and elation, for the band and 
personally.” Many people enjoyed the 

performance like Antonio’s pizza; they 
tweeted that the UMASS band was in the 
parade and what good performance they 
had. Coggeshall commented that “The 
parade experience itself was really surreal 
with 3 million people along the way and 
so many celebrities just hanging around.” 
Plans started in spring of 2012 but it was 
all worth it in the end.
 Coggeshall, one of 400 members 
of the UMASS marching band, enjoyed 
his very interesting Thanksgiving morning 
marching in the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day parade. He was in the zone the whole 
time. The performance felt like only 10 
seconds to him but it was much longer. 

     photo by: Alex Winakor
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OPINION
Twitter Troubles 

By: Ryan Turney

 It is no mystery that everyone 
uses social media at one point to post 
about their feelings to help cope with a 
matter. But there have been some recent 
events that have left people in hot water 
for their rants on Twitter.
 One that showed up recently was 
by Dr. Steve Perry, a Principal at Capital 
Preparatory Magnet School in Hartford, in 
November. He was a renowned educator 
but less than 140 characters took all of his 
positive past work away. What got him 
in trouble in the tweet was the obvious 
reference to faculty in the building. He 
tweeted “The only way to lose a fight is 
to stop fighting. All this did was piss me 
off. It’s so on. Strap up, there will be head 
injuries.” The only head injuries that will 
be taking place in his future will be the 
constant headaches from news reporters 
and faculty. This was the wrong thing 
to do; Principal Perry’s emotions took 
control of his actions in this situation. 
This was completely unprofessional and 
shows that people need to take a step back 

from their emotions to think about how 
something will affect them in the future. 
Think about what you’re posting online 
and how it will be taken by others. 
 This is also a growing problem 
in professional sports with professional 
athletes tweeting remarks about previous 
games, players and news thinking that 
there won’t be consequences. There was 
an issue between the New York Knick’s 
guard J.R. Smith and Detroit Piston’s 
point guard Brandon Jennings. There has 
been an ongoing ‘Twitter war’ between 
the two that the NBA is investigating. 
Even though Smith admits that ‘it’s not 
that big of a deal’, it still got blown out of 
proportion. That is why everyone should 
take time and think about what they put on 
social media sites because things like this 
happen every day, whether someone likes 
it or not. So think about the next emotion 
packed tweet you are about to send out to 
the world because that little bird may say 
a little more that you intended.

Are Midterms 
Necessary?
By: Natalie Smith and Helena Sun
 Midterms are her; we’re in the 
midst of them now. With testing on our 
minds, one may ask if midterms are 
really needed. I believe that midterms 
are needed. This is because students must 
recall past information in order to get 
a good grade on the test. It is important 
because information taught at the 
beginning of the year is forgotten. Senior 
Matt Vela says, “We most definitely need 
them. It’s the culmination of everything 
learned in school up until that certain 
point.” Without midterms, students do 
not really learn anything because after 
the normal quiz or test, students forget 
everything they learned before or “brain 
dump” to learn something else. Midterms 
help curb this issue by making students 
remember all of the information learned 
this semester and be able to regurgitate it.
Midterms also test mid-year skills and see 
what needs improvement before the end of 
the year. This helps teachers create lesson 
plans around students and teach them so 
they are actually helped where needed 
instead of being overlooked. Studying for 
midterms ensures that less time is wasted 
relearning things.
 Some believe only a final exam 
would suffice. Senior Scott Cogswell 
argues, “We should just have one, big final 
exam instead of having a mid-term and 
then have 2-3 weeks to study.” This may 
mean information learned from September 
must be reflected in the June exam. Most 
teachers prefer to test the first semester 
on the mid-term and the second semester 
during finals. By only having final exams, 
this forces students to recapitulate the 
dark ages of the beginning of the year. In 
addition, exams would probably have to 
be much longer or less information would 
have to be tested on, poorly reflecting the 
productivity of the year. Midterms are 
needed to ensure students are tested in a 
time effective manner.

Twitter Troubles                                                                                               photo by: Mike Lopez
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OPINION

By: Natalie Smith
 Tattoos are becoming more 
common among adolescents. According 
to the Pew research center, 36% of 
Americans age 18 to 25 have at least one 
tattoo. I believe that teenagers should 
not get tattoos. Although teenagers want 
tattoos, they don’t realize the consequences 
of getting one. Tattoos are permanent and 
many people regret the ones they got 
during adolescence. Teenagers’ minds are 
not developed enough to make a decision 
that will affect them for the rest of their 
lives. Furthermore, tattoo parlors are not 
very clean. 
 Tattoos are permanent and hard to 
remove. This is why teenagers should not 
make rash decisions to get something they 
like now on their skin for the rest of their 
lives. Tattoos deter employers and people 
may not like the tattoo later. Many tattoo 

Tattoos Too Soon?

artists warn that as the skin stretches, the 
tattoo may not look as nice as it once did. 
Tattoo parlors are not clean. According 
to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, “Unsanitary tattooing 
practices can expose teens to germs and 
bacteria that cause serious skin infections, 
such as staph infections, tuberculosis and 
hepatitis B and hepatitis C viruses. Tattoo 
artists should use sterile needles and 
razors, wash hands, wear gloves and keep 
all surfaces clean to protect their clients 
from the risk of infection. Only nine states 
have proper health codes in place for tattoo 
parlors.” Connecticut is regulated, but if 
you get a tattoo underage without parental 
consent the place probably is unsanitary. 
 Teenagers should not get tattoos 
because they are permanent and can be 
regrettable later on. Tattoos may seem 

cool now but a staph infection, a stretched 
out picture and no job sure isn’t.

By: Stefanie Szot

 Flying is already a stressful 
experience with overpriced tickets, flight 
delays and cancelations, cramped spaces 
and pricey meals but one aspect people 
do enjoy is the temporary escape from 
society. The Federal Communication 
Commissions (FCC) is about to take 
that away from passengers. The FCC is 
attempting to pass a rule allowing people 
to use cell phones when the plane reaches 
10,000 feet to call others. The Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) is taking 
this month to consider this idea. This 
policy is optional and each flight company 
can decide what their policy will be. Delta 
Airlines has already stated they would 
not allow calls but many other companies 
are considering the idea. Even though 
people have been growing more attached 
to their electronic devices, the FAA took 

Phones on Planes Won’t Fly  

a survey of 1,600 adults and found that 
61% of people did not want phones used 
on planes. People do not mind phones 
and other devices being used for games, 
reading, or listening to music but no one 
wants to sit in a cramped space listening 
to other people’s conversations. Fliers 
can get a sneak peek into this poor idea at 
the end of flights when some passengers 
take out their phones to call every person 
they know to tell that they have finally 
landed. “Passengers are already on the 
edge these days as civility in travel seems 
to have diminished greatly. Allowing the 
use of cell phones on flights will push us 
all closer to the cliff of our sanity (Phone 
calls on planes? Please, no! by Benét J. 
Wilson).” 
Flight attendants also lose with this 
new policy. They are there to ensure 

passenger’s safety and they have to 
deal with people’s baggage, seating 
complaints, and serving drinks. Being a 
cell phone referee shouldn’t be added to 
their things to do. With flight attendants 
becoming distracted with refereeing and 
the complaints that will come due to loud 
conversations, the safety of every flier is 
diminished.
There is no need for any traveler to call 
anyone while flying. Take the short 
amount of time that is given to simply 
sit back and relax. If fliers need to do 
something, they can read a book, play one 
of the many apps on their phone, watch 
a movie, or listen to music. They have 
no reason to worry about any missed call 
they could be receiving because it can be 
guaranteed that any missed call will be 
waiting for them once the plane lands.

     photo by: Alex Winakor
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LIFE
Holiday Parade Marches On

By: Natalie Smith

 The 16th annual Montville 
Holiday Parade was held on December 
8th. It started at 5pm and went from the 
Montville Funeral Home to the Town 
Hall. Both the band and choir at MHS 
participated. The marching band played 
Feliz Navidad in the parade and the 
chamber choir sang carols at the annual 
tree lighting ceremony at the end of the 
parade. The tree lighting ceremony also 
included awards for the most creative 
float, most festive lighting display, most 
festive fire truck, and best Christmas 
float. Following the band was a golf 
cart and a trailer with a sign advertising 
the high school’s music department’s 
holiday dinner on December 14th. The 
Oakdale, Montville and Chesterfield 
Fire Departments had fire trucks and 
floats decked out in lights and wrapping 
paper. The Montville Leo’s club and Girl 
Scouts from this community marched as 
well. Brookside Hair Design’s float was 
donned with elves and Mrs. Claus. The 
only Santa Claus in the parade was at the 

end, provided by the town. The Montville 
Union Baptist Church’s float depicting 
when Christ was born was complete with 
baby Avery Rotholtz playing the part of 
Jesus. Two lit up gingerbread houses 
sat on floats. The Marines marched in 
the parade as well. Even though it was 
below freezing, many people watched 
the festivities to support the community. 
The Montville Youth Service Bureau 
served hot chocolate and popcorn to those 
who came out. MHS project graduation 
sold glow sticks and orange and black 
fleece scarves. Both the marchers and the 
watchers of the parade made their time 
worthwhile. 
 The Montville Holiday Parade 
is a great town tradition. Many towns 
have dropped their holiday parades due 
to budget cuts, but not Montville. The 
parade gathered the whole town together 
for a mile of fun festivities. Even Mayor 
Ron McDaniel marched this year. He 
waved and wished a Merry Christmas to 
all those he saw.

Disney Stars Channel 
Their Independence
By: Caitlin Marsh
 It is no question that Disney 
characters have had a huge impact on 
all of us as we grow older, we look up to 
them, and we want to be just like them. 
Actresses such as Miley Cyrus (Disney’s 
Hannah Montana) and Demi Lovato 
(Sonny with a Chance) and actors such 
as Zac Efron (High School Musical) and 
Orlando Brown (That’s So Raven) have 
been a huge part of the lives of children 
since the early 2000s. The changes in these 
stars, however, are less than inspiring, and 
can raise suspicion as to whether or not 
these stars should be considered good role 
models.
 Looking back to 2006, Miley 
Cyrus was America’s sweetheart with her 
country roots and her noble acts towards 
making girls aware that who you are is 
always a good thing. Yet since the last 
episode of Hannah Montana in 2011, 
Cyrus has successfully shed her southern 
belle charm, and has become the perfect 
example of what media says mothers 
should not want their little girls to be. 
Cyrus, along with Demi Lovato, who 
has been struggling with drug abuse and 
suicidal thoughts in and out of rehab since 
2010, have made it difficult for parents 
to explain their outrageous behavior to 
the children who have idolized them. Not 
only are actresses dressed in scantily clad 
outfits that are negatively affecting their 
viewers, but actors as well. In late 2013, 
it was known that High School Musical 
actor Zac Efron had been in rehab twice 
for an alleged cocaine addiction, and actor 
Orlando Brown of the 2003 series That’s 
So Raven was sentenced to 180 days in 
jail for a DUI in 2011. 
 There is no doubt that these so 
called “role models” are having a negative 
effect on the adolescents that once 
admired them. Children are being exposed 
to the harsh truth that their beloved and 
at one point innocent Disney stars, face 
an unforgiving future in the eyes of their 
young and impressionable fans.

MHS syudents at the Holiday Parade.             Photo By : Mike Lopez
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By: Ryan Turney and Staff Editor
 There is free, fun-filled parade 
that takes place every year for all towns 
throughout Southeastern Connecticut. It 
attracts crowds and communities from all 
over and gathers people to come together 
and share in the holiday spirit. For its 25th 
Anniversary, the Niantic Light Parade 
took place on December 7th on Main 
Street. The day kicked off with Winterfest 
from 2:00 to 5:00 pm which offered the 
popular chowder and chili cook-off, 
offering everything from spicy chili to 
New England chowder.
 Along the streets there were 
activities for kids. Walking along Main 
Street, spectators could see ice sculptures 
being built that were featured on the floats 
that night. People enjoyed balloon animals 
while sipping their hot cocoa. A big hit 
with many people was the kettle corn 

The Niantic Light Parade Dazzles Again

being cooked right on the sidewalk. There 
were many different flavors to try, in bags 
as small as your palm to bags as tall as 
a person. Other events included pictures 
with Santa, magic shows, scavenger 
hunts, face painting, horse drawn carriage 
rides and more.
 An extravagant firework display 
lit up the sky at 5:00 pm to signal the start 
of the parade. The parade was underway, 
bringing with it numerous interesting and 
unique floats. The East Lyme marching 
band led the way. There were floats that 
included Peter Pan and Captain Hook 
with “canons” that shot smoke, minions 
from Despicable Me, Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Reindeer and more. Dancers from 
various dance studios and Santa Claus 
were also present. Along with the singing 
and the dancing, this action-packed night 

didn’t fail to bring everyone together and 
get people in the holiday spirit.

By: Allison Kronk

 17 year old Kendrick Johnson 
was found in a rolled-up gym mat January 
11th in a South Georgia high school. 
The Lowndes County Sheriff’s office 
hypothesized that the boy had fallen into 
the mat while looking for a shoe and died 
of positional asphyxia (a deficient supply 
of oxygen to the body) when he was 
unable to get out. The body was taken for 
an autopsy and it was concluded that the 
death of Johnson was merely an accident. 
A second autopsy was done by a private 
pathologist, hired by the Johnson family, 
and he concluded that the boy had been 
subjected to blunt force trauma along with 
other suspicious activity. 
 “The investigative climate was 
very poor when I arrived on the scene. 
The body had been noticeably moved, the 
scene had been compromised and there 

Georgia Teen Found Dead

was no cooperation from law enforcement 
at the scene,” coroner Bill Watson stated 
in his initial death investigation report. 
In a second report given later to CNN 
by the law enforcement, it did not have 
the statement that was first described in 
the other report, and was not signed and 
dated like the first. The coroner and the 
sheriff refused to answer any questions 
explaining the mishap, so people are left 
clueless to what truly happened at that 
scene.
 The four cameras inside the 
Valdosta, Georgia gymnasium showed 
only a few choppy seconds of Johnson 
jogging into the gym before cutting to 
blackness. The Johnson’s attorneys were 
not shy in stating their suspicion that 
someone could have tampered with the 
videos. Despite these allegations, Lowndes 

County Schools continues to insist that 
the videos are all raw feed containing no 
editing. “There are also a number of files 
that are corrupted because they’ve not 
been processed correctly and they’re not 
playable. I can’t say why they were done 
that way, but they were not done correctly, 
and they were not done thoroughly. So 
we’re missing information,” forensic 
video analyst Grant Fredericks claimed. 
Fredericks was able to find only a little 
over 18 minutes of footage that shows 
Johnson throughout the school on January 
10th. These few clips are all that is left of 
Kendrick Johnson, and it seems the amount 
of legitimate evidence is diminishing due 
to the carelessness of the officials on this 
case. With all of this information lost, 
people are left wondering if Kendrick 
Johnson will ever receive justice. 

     photo by: Mike Lopez
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Mr. Bakoledis’ Dojo

By: Ashley Kolasa

 You might see him in the 
classroom or coaching on the soccer field, 
but you may have also seen him teaching 
a karate class. Andrew Bakoledis is a 
certified JKA (Japan Karate Association) 
instructor. He is a student of Master Mori, 
who is the instructor of Shotokan Karate-
Do International. Bakoledis operates a 
dojo, which means “place of the way,” for 
his karate class. His dojo is located in the 
Oakdale Pizza Plaza. It has been there for 
two years now. 
 Mr. Bakoledis played two years 
of baseball at Avery Point, but stumbled 
across a karate class at UConn, where he 
took it for a college credit. Bakoledis has 
been doing karate for about 24 years and 
enjoys every moment of it. He and his 
karate classes participate in about four 
competitions a year. “We don’t compete 
a lot because our instructor feels that they 
[the students] would only practice to win 
the tournaments.” said Bakoledis. 
 He placed eighth at the world 
championships in Thailand in 2011 as part 

of the team USA. Bakoledis is a three time 
member of the U.S. National Karate-Do 
Team. He competed at the 9th, 10th and 
11th Funakoshi Gichin World Cup Karate 
Championships in 2004 in Tokyo, 2006 in 
Sydney and 2011 in Thailand. 
 Not only is Bakoledis a certified 
JKA instructor, but he also has a Bachelor’s 
degree in Applied Mathematical Sciences 
from UConn and a Master’s degree in 
education from Sacred Heart University. 
He has 17 years of experience teaching. 
He taught math for six years at Tyl Middle 
School and nine years at Westbrook High 
School, where he had coached soccer, 
baseball and math teams. He coached last 
year’s girl’s junior varsity soccer team but 
the schedule had interfered with his karate 
classes. Now he coaches boys’ soccer at 
Tyl Middle School.
 Bakoledis chimes, “Students tell 
me I should be an auctioneer because I 
am good at talking fast when I need too— 
might be a cool job someday.”

Boys Soccer NSCAA 
Academic Award
By: Sierra Baker
 The MHS boys’ soccer team are 
not only stars on the field, but they are 
also scholar students when it comes to 
academic achievement. The whole team 
was recently acclaimed by the National 
Soccer Coaches Association of America 
as a recipient of the Team Academic 
Award of the 2012-2013 season.
 “The award is recognition of 
the accomplishment that the team had a 
combined GPA of 3.37,” says junior Cory 
Meigs. Meigs is the starting goalkeeper 
of the Indians, and, like the rest of his 
teammates, is very proud of the team’s 
accomplishments on and off of the soccer 
field. “There were only a few other schools 
in Connecticut that received this award, so 
we are all very proud,” Meigs continued.
Montville was among only three other 
high school boys’ soccer programs in 
Connecticut to receive the nomination. 
Other schools in the state included Sacred 
Heart Academy, Staples High School, and 
South Windsor High School. Out of the 
whole United States, only 140 high school 
soccer teams received the award.
 The Montville community has 
several reasons to be proud of these 
student athletes. This season, the boys had 
12 wins out of their 16 games in the regular 
season. They were also able to make it 
to the state quarterfinals tournament, 
and earned a very close second place in 
the ECC Medium Division. The boys’ 
soccer team also has many all-stars that 
were recognized for their great skills this 
season. Senior Gabe Diaz, senior Nick 
Strecker, and junior Josh Handler were 
named all-ECC first team. Senior Rohan 
Parekh, junior Cory Meigs, and junior 
Tommy McDaniel were named all-ECC 
second team. Senior Stephen Rogers was 
named the all-ECC Sportsmanship award 
recipient. Whether it will be an academic 
or athletic achievement, the MHS boys’ 
soccer team has a bright future ahead of 
them.

Mr. Bakoledis teaching Karate class                                       photo by:Alex Winakor
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By: Karishma Chouhan and Ryan Turney
 Ugly Sweater Day is a time to 
strut your light-up, pop-up and so ugly 
you want to throw up sweaters. On 
December 12th, the Lost Lodge, created by 
Dan Linkinhoker, Neil Schneeberg, Kevin 
Fitzgerald and Chase Lewis, attempted to 
get students from all grades to show off 
their own hideous ideas. However, the 
spirit didn’t exactly flow around the school 
as it does for spirit week. Many students 
were not informed of the ugly sweater 
day due to the fact that the signs posted 
were vague and students regretted not 
wearing one. Rachel Marchini, freshman, 
says,” I would’ve done it, but I didn’t 
know.” This is a sign that more posters 
and announcements should be made on 
days relating to school spirit. Another 
issue was that many students did not want 
to spend money on buying something that 

Ugly Sweater Day

they would only wear once a year. Many 
students do not have extra money to spend 
and regretted not being able to participate. 
Teachers became engaged in the holiday 
school spirit and some participated. 
 Many Ugly Sweater Days are 
not just held in schools, but in offices 
and communities as well. There has even 
been 5k’s held in honor of these sweaters. 
One was held in Hartford on December 
8th that brought huge crowds to the city, 
along with sweaters of all different colors 
and designs. Ugly sweaters aren’t just a 
holiday joke, but symbols of communities 
that share in the holiday spirit. You can 
look around much of Montville, especially 
on spirit days, and really feel a sense of 
unity among the classmates. Even though 
the ugly sweater day may not have turned 
out as well as many people had hoped, 

there’s always next year to make it bigger 
and better than it has ever been. 

By: Ashley Kolasa

 They are three different charity 
events going on at MHS: the Penny 
Wars hosted by Mrs. Brooks and Student 
government, MHS Toys for Tots hosted 
by the School Climate Committee and 
the Winter Clothing Drive hosted by the 
National Honors Society (NHS).
 The Penny Wars is a war against 
the classes, hosted by Mrs. Brooks and 
Student Government. Students placed 
pennies in the jug that corresponded with 
their class. There was, however, a way 
for students to “deduct” money from 
a class’s: putting silver coins in. Even 
though silver coins technically raised 
more money, placing silver coins in a jug 
would decrease that class’s chance to win. 
A certain percentage of the money raised 
will go to the class that wins and then the 
rest will be used to buy toys for the local 

Montville Filled with Giving Spirit

children that cannot afford toys for the 
holidays. 
 The MHS Toys for Tots that is 
hosted by the school climate committee is 
a charity to help donate toys to toddlers 
up to teens for the holidays. Students and 
staff at MHS purchase inexpensive toys 
that will be given to needy children.They 
thought of this because they thought that, 
“It would be nice and helpful. It would 
be good for people to remember that 
the people around us are not all rich and 
there are families who could support their 
children to a certain point. Also it would 
be nice to give kids around our community 
toys for the holidays. It’s like giving back 
to the community kind of.”
The winter clothing drive that is hosted by 
the National Honors Society is a charity 
for those who need winter clothes such 

as coats, mittens, gloves, socks, jackets, 
scarves and more. A box in the front foyer 
was set up to collect clothes.
 There is also another charity 
going on in Montville called the Teddy 
Bear Hollow Clothing Drive across from 
the Montville McDonalds on Route 32. If 
they collect 25,000 pounds of gently used 
clothes, Planet Aid will transport them to 
families in the Philippians.
 The holidays may remind 
everyone how much they want for 
Christmas, but it’s the giving spirit that 
makes everyone realize they should be 
grateful for what they have.

     photo by: Mike Lopez
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By: Helena Sun
 Last issue’s Guess the Teacher 
was Mrs. Luginsland. This issue, this 
person likes to read about World War II. 
If he could go back in time, he would 
visit that time period. He enjoys listening 
to country and rock and roll. The radio 
station he listens to the most is The 
Wolf 102.3. Old music makes him feel 
nostalgic.His favorite accent is Southern. 
His favorite food is “food he doesn’t have 
to prepare”. He likes the restaurant Paul’s 
Pasta, located in Groton, the best. He eats 
his eggs scrambled. He prefers coffee to 
tea.His favorite pizza topping is bacon. He 
prefers chocolate to vanilla. His favorite 
activity to do on a Friday night is go out 
to eat.
 In college, he liked lifting 
weights in his free time. This person does 
not sing in the shower, but takes showers 

Guess the Teacher

with the lights off. He usually showers in 
the morning. His father is his role model 
“because he was a gentleman.” Like many, 
he finds the Kardashians as the most 
irritating celebrities. His favorite movie 
is Field of Dreams (1989), a film adapted 
from W.P. Kinsella’s novel Shoeless Joe. 
In fifteen years, he sees himself on a beach. 
His dream vacation is to go to Hawaii. 
Christmas is his least favorite holiday 
because of having to purchase presents, 
but his favorite holiday is the Fourth of 
July. If he owned a pet kangaroo, he would 
name it Jet. He used to serve in the Marine 
Corps. He loathes roller coasters because 
he gets motion sickness. His biggest pet 
peeve is when people are backing out of 
the parking lot and are using their phones. 
He exclaims, “You really can’t wait until 
you’re on the roads or something?” He 

By: Caitlin Marsh

 December 14, 2012 is a date 
many people mourn and wish to forget, 
but one the world will always remember. 
This is the day that viewers across the 
country awaited information regarding 
the mass shooting that took place at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School, where shooter 
Adam Lanza killed twenty children and 
six faculty members. A year later, families 
and friends in Newtown, CT are still 
grieving the tragic loss of their loved ones 
and are learning how to live day to day in 
their absence. 
 Time has passed since the tragedy 
and families in Newtown are not ready 
to move on and cannot seem to come to 
terms with a life without their children 
and family members. In an interview with 
People Magazine, Krista Rekos, mother 
of victim Jessica Rekos, says, “We’ve 

Sandy Hook: A Year Later

been given an impossible life to live. I 
don’t know how to live my life without 
my little girl.” Although the pain is never 
ending, families are still trying to see the 
beauty in the world and are certain that 
something good will come out of this ugly 
situation. Victim Catherine Hubbard’s 
mother, Jenny, says, “We’ve received this 
outpouring of love and compassion. We 
can’t forget that humanity is good.”
 The state has been extremely 
supportive, and has done everything 
necessary to make the families feel as safe 
as possible in the last year. The children 
have been relocated to a new school that 
is decorated in memory of those lost, and 
the town has even thrown a carnival to 
help those affected keep their minds clear 
even if just for a little while. According to 
town priest, Father Bob, “You know, we’ll 

never be whatever ‘normal’ is. We’ll never 
be who we once were, but these kinds of 
activities are important for people to come 
together and just enjoy each other.”
 On December 11th, CNN reporter 
Anderson Cooper met with three families 
in a special called “Honor the Children: 
Newtown One Year Later”. It examines 
the legacies Avielle Richman, Daniel 
Barden and Joesphine Gay left behind.
 The lives of families left behind 
have not gotten any easier, but the future 
holds nothing but support in their times 
of need.  Newtown and all of Connecticut 
remind them that the good trumps the 
bad and their loved ones will never be 
forgotten.

Last issue’s teacher; Ms. Luginsland
Photo by: Alex Winakor

describes himself as both an introvert and 
an extrovert. He does not know how to 
solve a Rubix cube.


